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Fig. 1.  MIC José Garcia presents Sherman 

County Emergency Manager Sandy Williams with 

StormReady®  certificate. 
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SHERMAN COUNTY EARNS  

STORMREADY ® RECOGNITION  
FROM TORNADOES TO FLOODS, SHERMAN COUNTY IS PREPARED 

By Steve Drillette, Warning Coordination Meteorologist 
 

Sherman County was presented with a NOAA National Weather Service 

(NWS) certificate recognizing local officials and citizens for their efforts in 

earning the distinguished StormReady® designation.  The ceremony was 

held in the County Courthouse in Stratford on 14 January 2008. 

 

The ceremony was led by Steve Drillette, Warning Coordination 

Meteorologist of the NWS Amarillo, along with the Meteorologist-In-

Charge (MIC) José Garcia. Mr. Garcia presented Sherman County 

Emergency Manager Sandy Williams with a StormReady® certificate 

along with two StormReady® highway signs. 

 

StormReady® is a 

voluntary program, and is 

offered as a means of 

providing guidance and 

incentive to local and 

county officials interested 

in improving hazardous 

weather operations. To 

receive StormReady® 

recognition, communities 

are required to meet minimal criteria in hazardous weather 

preparedness, as established through a partnership of the 

NWS and federal, state, and local emergency management 

professionals. 

 

ñSherman County officials are to be commended for their 

efforts in meeting and exceeding the StormReady® criteria,ò said Mr. Garcia. ñThey have certainly 

demonstrated their dedication to enhancing the elements of the StormReady® program.ò  

 

 The StormReady® status for Sherman County is valid for three years from the ceremony date.  
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Fig. 2.  Forecaster Matthew Kramar explains the 

Kidsô Weather Hour at the American 

Meteorological Society Conference. 

 
 

 
Fig. 3. JJ Brost answers kidsô 

questions during a Kidsô 

Weather Hour broadcast. 

Forecaster Attends the American Meteorological Society Conference 
By Christine Krause, Forecaster  

 

In January, forecaster Matthew Kramar attended 

the 88th annual American Meteorological 

Society (AMS) meeting in New Orleans.  This 

five-day conference contained a variety of 

presentations, with topics ranging from 

hydrology to GIS applications to radar 

technology to educational initiatives.  One 

exciting aspect of the conference was the 

presentations on new products that are being 

developed for the NWS. These products, such as 

probabilistic warnings, offer decision makers 

more freedom and information. Outside of the 

conference hours, a tour of the city was available 

to the participants, where they were able to visit 

parts of the city devastated by Hurricane Katrina, 

and were able to observe the strides New Orleans 

has undertaken in rebuilding.  

 

As part of the 17th Conference on Education, 

Matthew presented a poster containing 

information on Kids' Weather Hour, a program 

developed at NWS Amarillo.  His poster (co-

authored with John Brost) highlighted the use of 

NOAA All -Hazards Radio as an educational tool 

geared toward elementary school kids. Several 

meteorologists from the public and private 

sectors came to discuss the Kids' Weather Hour 

program during Matthewôs poster session, and 

showed much interest and enthusiasm.  

Following the conference, John Brost was 

interviewed by WeatherWise magazine about the 

Kidsô Weather Hour program.  

    

Though the school year is drawing to a close, Kidsô Weather Hour 

is still taking requests from classes wanting to participate in this 

fun and exciting program.  School kids from across the 

Panhandles can have their weather questions answered live on 

NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) by National Weather Service 

meteorologists.  For the past four years, hundreds of questions 

about weather, ranging from ñWhy is the sky blue?ò to ñHow do 

tornadoes work?ò were answered live on NWR.  Students from 

participating classes will be eligible for prizes.  If you are 

interested in Kidsô Weather Hour, please e-mail John Brost at 

John.Brost@noaa.gov for information.   

 


